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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 582. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 











Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal,” 
Samples. 





Date. Page. 





Locally dyed cotton cloth sold in Chungking « .. | 12th Sept., 1907} 518 
Fruit of the Myristica sebifera and its one Myristina 

(a vegetable fat) from Guatemala 5th 4, i. 
Mangrove bark from Inhambane ... - . 1 


Monazite sand, manganese ore, cocoa, ‘coffee, “rubber, 
22nd Aug., 


whale-oil, rosew ood, carnauba wax and coquilho nuts 


from the State of Bahia 


Cotton goods sold ‘in Uskub.. 

Rafia wax from Madagascar .. ons 

Silk produced by improved methods at Hochou ... 

*‘ Pochote”’ fibre, cleaned, from Mexico nad 
Angola root rubber, and Pungo Andongo rubber ... 
Sardines canned at N agasaki- 

Bark, also pine-apple fibre, from Inhambane 

Silk and cocoons from Persia 

Cotton cloth sold in Albania... oe ee 

Straw hats, for native wear, sold i in China oon 
Olive oil produced in South Australia ove ose eee 
Italian textiles sold in Egypt 





Ist ~ 
4th July, 


9 99 
27th J une, 
20th ,, 


13th ,, 
6th 


9th May, 
” 


ond a 





575 
525 
455-9 
472 
257 
278 
234 





The following Special Trade "Meaney “Offices are 


also at 


73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 
on p. 083. 


A statement of the Import Duties being levied under the new 
Australian Tariff Proposals is published as a Supplement to the 
present issue of the “ Journal.” 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 
Manufacturers who may wish to be invited to tender for Army 
requirements should address the Secretary, War 
Office, by letter, stating the particular articles 
which they manufacture, and the names of at 





Army Contracts: 
Annval Notice. 
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least two well-known firms or public bodies, who have purchased 
from them, and are in a position to certify as to the quality of 
their productions. The services of an intermediary are unnecessary 
in approaching the department for this purpose. 

Tenders for specified quantities are invited from time to time as 
required. 

The articles purchased include:—Anvils, bedding, bedsteads, 
blankets, boats and vessels (new and repairs to), boxes and chests, 
brushes and brooms, cables, candles, canvas and canvas goods, 
casks, chinaware, chemicals, clocks, cloth, copperware, cordage, 
cotton waste, cottons and cotton goods, covers, curry combs, 
cutlery, earthenware, electrical stores, embroidery, enamelled iron 
ware, fenders and fire irons, flags, flannel, fleecy hosiery, furniture, 
fuses, glassware, handkerchiefs (cotton), head-dresses, helves and 
handles, hollow-ware (wrought and cast iron), hosiery, horse rugs, 
indiarubber goods, ironmongery, kitchen utensils, lamps and 
lanterns, linens and linen goods, mallets, nails, oils, packing cases, 
paint, sacks, saddletrees, scientific instruments, sewing cotton and 
thread, silk, shovels, sponge cloths, soap, stoves, grates and ranges, 
stretchers, swingletrees, tents, timber, tinware, tools, traction 
plant, vehicles, wheels, wires, woodware, wood-soled shoes. 

Firms whose names are on the War Office List need not apply. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 

for the supply and delivery of a 600-kilowatt 

Generator. D.C. Generator, as per specification to be seen 

at the Company’s Offices, Nicholas Lane, 

London, E.C. Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked 

‘‘Tender for Generator,” not later than noon on the 2nd October. 

The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to decline 

any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind themselves 

to accept the lowest or any tender. For each specification a fee of 

1J. 1s. is charged, which cannot under any circumstances be 
returned, 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
are prepared to receive up to noon on the 24th 

Metals. September, tenders for the supply of metals. 
Tenders must be made on forms, copies of which, 

with specification, can be obtained at the Offices of the Company, 
Gloucester House, 2, 8, and 4, Bishopsgate Street Without, 
London, E.C., on payment of 21s., which will not be returned. 
The directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 
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CANADA, 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained:— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 


A London firm desire to communicate with Canadian millers of 
oatmeal, barley, and pea flour. 

A North of England firm interested in graphite properties wish 
to get into touch with owners in the Dominion. 

A London firm wish to get into touch with owners of graphite 
properties in Canada. 

A South of England firm manufacturing whole fruit jam, bottle 
fruits, jellies, marmalade, &c., are desirous of placing their goods 
on the Canadian market, and would be willing to consider the 
appointment of agents. 

A Scottish firm desire to open up business in Western Canada 
and British Columbia for the sale of their pale ale, stout, and lager 
beer. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A Canadian correspondent is desirous of obtaining the agency of 
wholesale firms in the United Kingdom exporting woollens, cottons, 
hosiery, gloves, silks, or furs. 

Enquiry is made for names of British firms desirous of appoint- 
ing an agent to go out to Vancouver to represent them. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 


A Welsh firm manufacturing school slates from Welsh slate and 
Canadian birch would like to obtain a share of Canadian trade in 
these goods, and would be pleased to hear from importers. 

A firm in Dublin wish to purchase supplies of broom handles, 
and invite quotations from Canadian manufacturers who can fill 
orders. 

A company manufacturing specialties in blues, starches, soaps 
and other laundry supplies would like to get into touch with firms 
in the following towns who would be prepared to act as their 
agents :—Halifax, Quebec, Toronto, Winnipeg, Edmonton, and 
Vancouver. 

A company manufacturing bricks of all descriptions are looking 
for suitable resident agents in Toronto and Montreal. 
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CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A Canadian company manufacturing maple butchers’ and packers’ 
skewers would be pleased to get into communication with United 
Kingdom buyers of these goods. 

A Canadian firm thoroughly experienced in the engineering and 
allied trades are about to open an office in Montreal, and would 
like to correspond with United Kingdom manufacturers of electrical 
and mechanical apparatus seeking resident agents in the Dominion. 
They could do business in stationary engines (steam), boilers, con- 
densors and allied machinery, gas producers, gas engines, pumps, 
steam turbines, railway, mining, municipal and contractors’ equip- 
ment, gas, water, and electric meters, galvanized steel and iron wire 
and wire rope, cast iron pipe, also brass rod tube. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade are informed by the Officer representing the 
Telephone Australian Commonwealth in London (Captain 
aoe rial R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) that tenders are 

invited for the supply and delivery at the 

Central Exchange, General Post Office, Sydney, of the following 

materials, viz.:—(1) Additions to the existing equipment of the 

common battery system, comprising (a) five additional subscribers’ 
sections, (b) one junction line section, (c) extensions to main frame, 
intermediate frame, relay racks and power plant; (2) Telephones 

(common battery), 1,000 wall and 100 table. 

Tenders will be received at the office of the Deputy Postmaster- 
General, Sydney, up to half-past two p.m. on the 9th October* in 
the case of (1) and up to half-past two p.m. on the 11th December 
in the case of (2). They should be endorsed “ ‘Tender for Additions 
to Existing Equipments of Common Battery System” or ‘“‘ Tender 
for Supply and Delivery of Telephones, Common Battery,” as the 
case may be. Tenders may be deposited in the tender-box at the 
General Post Office, Sydney; if sent by post they must be prepaid 
and registered. ‘lhe Postmaster-General does not bind himself to 
accept the lowest or any tender. 

Tender forms and specifications may be obtained at the office of 
the Electrical Engineer, General Post Office, Sydney, and the 
General Post Offices, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth and 
Hobart, or at the Australian Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, 
Victoria Street, S.W., where also preliminary deposits on tenders 
may be paid. Copies of the conditions and specifications may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


* See Note on next page, 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH —continued. 


The Board of Trade have received from their Correspondent at 
; Melbourne (Mr. Max Hirsch) copies of specifi- 
— oo cations relating to the following at ton 8 _— 
c ao & (1) The supply to the Deputy Postmaster- 
opper wire, “- (General, Tasmania, of sealing wax, twine, &c. 
(tenders to be received by the 30th September*), (2) the supply to 
the Deputy Postmaster-General, Victoria, of 6,000 dry cells 
(tenders to be received by 3 p.m. on the 12th November), (3) the 
supply to the Deputy Postmaster-General, New South Wales, of 
copper wire, &c. (tenders to be received by 2.30 p.m. on the 
30th October). 
The specifications may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch. Copies may be obtained and preliminary deposits paid at 
the Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
oe ee received from the Agent-General for the Trans- 
Oils vaal a copy of a specification which he has issued 
in connexion with a call for tenders for the 
supply of 20,000 gallons of castor oil and 1,000 gallons of lard oil 
required for the Central South African Railways (see ‘“ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 29th August, p. 397). ‘Tenders, in sealed 
covers, marked ‘‘ Tenders for Oils,” must reach the office of the 
Agent-General for the Transvaal, 72, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
S.W., not later than noon on the 8th October. ‘Tenderers must be 
prepared to keep their offers open until the 16th October for castor 

oil and until the 30th October for lard oil. 





MALTA. 
Sealed tenders will be received at the Office of the Receiver-General 
and Wirector of Contracts, Valletta, up to 11 
Stationery. a.m. on the 8th November, for the supply of 
stationery for the service of the Government 
of Malta. Printed forms of tender and of the specifications and 
conditions may be obtained and samples of stationery may be seen 


on application at the office of the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 
Whitehall Gardens, London, 8.W. 





UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 
Cotton Goods, Corrugated Iron, 
Iron, Brass and Copper Wire, See article on pp. 559-7. 
Umbrellas, &c. 





* It should be noted that the time allowed only admits of firms tendering who 
have arrangements with their agents which can be availed of by cable. 
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EGYPT. 


The Administration of the Egyptian State Railways invite tenders 
for the supply of printing paper required during 
Printing Paper. 1908, in accordance with the specification, list 
and samples which may be obtained at the 
office of their Inspecting Engineer in London, Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, 
Westminster, S.W., on payment of 4s. Intending tenderers must 
lodge as a provisional deposit in the Central Treasury of the 
Administration at Cairo, a sum equal to one-tenth of the total 
amount of their tender. Tenders, accompanied by a stamped 
paper of 30 milliémes (also to be obtained from Lieut.-Col. 
Western) and the receipt for the provisional deposit, and enclosed 
in two envelopes, the inner bearing the inscription ‘‘ Offer for the 
Supply of Printing Paper,” must be delivered by registered post 
to the General Manager, Egyptian State Railways, Cairo, by noon 
on the 19th October. 
A copy of the specification, list and samples may be inspected 
by British manufacturers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Referring to the notice on p. 492 of last week’s issue of the 
‘‘Board of Trade Journal” respecting calls for 


be an, tenders for the construction of a road bridge 
onstruction: over the Ibrahimieh Canal at Nazali Ganoub, 
Machinery. 


and for the supply of machinery for the Prisons 
Department, copies of the general specifications relative to these 
contracts have been received from the Acting British Consul at 
Cairo, and may be inspected by British contractors at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 





NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. . E. Drummond-Hay) reports 
that the Director of the Norwegian State Roads 
has issued a call for tenders for 193 tons of iron 
bridge framing. 

Tenders are to be marked “‘ Anbud paa jernfagverksbroer ” and 
are to be delivered by noon on the 25th September at Akersgaten 
42 IV, Christiania. 

Copies of the specifications, drawings and special conditions 
have been forwarded by H.M. Consul and may be inspected by 
British manufacturers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Iron frame- 
work Bridge. 
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NORW AY—continued. 


H.M. Consul also reports that the Norwegian State Railways invite 
Railway Station tenders for the supply and delivery of eight 
Soin railway station clocks. 
Tenders are to be marked “ Anbud paa 
Leverance af Stationsuhre,” and are to be delivered at “ Styrelsens 
Expeditionskontor, Christiania,” by 3 p.m. on the 4th October. 
Copies of the general conditions, special conditions and descrip- 
tion may be inspected by British manufacturers at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch. 


Nore .—Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. In 
all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory that 
a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in Norway, 
and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary for 
the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bergen (Mr. EK. F. Gray) reports that 
Build; according to the ‘ Bergens Tidende,” the 
ailding following buildings are in course of erection at 

Materials and yer are ee 8 — 

Fittings. iristiansund :— = 
1. Municipal building for Post Office on 
ground floor, and State Telegraph and Telephone Office above, at 
an estimated cost of about 6,666. 

2. Building for the Christiansund branch of the Bank of Norway, 
with accommodation above for the Bourse and the Freemason’s 
Lodge ; estimated cost. 5,550/. 

3. Public baths and laundry on American system ; estimated 
cost, about 4,0002. 

4, New gasworks combined with small electric works ; estimated 
cost, about 17,0002. 

5. A new water dam for Kirkelandet, to contain about 70,000 
cubic metres, at an estimated cost of 3,6001. 

6. An extension of the Vaagen quay is also believed to be con- 
templated. 

A knowledge of the foregoing, adds Mr. Gray, may be of interest 
to British exporters of goods likely to be required in connexion 
with the descriptions of buildings referred to. 





SWEDEN. . 

H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) has forwarded 
particulars of the following contracts open -to 
Raddlery ; Sele ublic tender, viz. (1) the supply of saddler 
raph Material: ? y 
rape. and saddlery materials to the Swedish army 
rank a (tenders to be received by 1st October); (2) the 
SIOTRERS, supply to the State Telegraphs of material such 
Forage. as insulators, salmiac, nails, wires, &c., &Xc. 
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(tenders to be received by Ist October); (8) the supply of 1,800 
metres of bluish linen to Kungl. Ostgota (tenders to be received 
by 3lst October); (4) the supply of provisions to the Wadstena 
and Koistinehamns hospitals ; (5) the supply of provisions and 
forage to certain regiments. Further details, lists, &., may be 
seen by British merchants interested on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) reports that the 
Canal Ghent Administration des Ponts et Chaussées are 
aetenenas calling for tenders for the work of improving 
‘a k the Ghent-Terneuzen Canal in the section above 
— the Selzaete Asylum, and for diverting the 
railway between Selzaete and Wachtebeke East. The estimated 
cost of the work is about 36,550/. ; the required deposit on tenders 
is 1,8001. The special specification and the plans may be obtained 
from the Burean des Ponts et Chaussées, 22 Rue Basse des Champs, 
Ghent, at a cost of 1:10 francs and 29°30 francs respectively. 
Tenders should be sent by registered post to the Ponts et Chaussées 
Office, which they should reach before 30th September. 


H.M. Consul General has also forwarded copies of specifications 
Jett issued by the Municipal Authorities of Antwerp 
Pn relative to tenders for (1) the construction 
Electric Crane of a jetty at Quay No. 37, for the use of the 
* Municipal Hygienic Department; the cost of 
the work is estimated at 72,000 francs (about 2,880/.); (2) the 
supply and erection of a 30-ton electric crane for the new docks 
at Antwerp. 

Tenders, in sealed registéred envelopes, should be delivered to 
Monsieur le Bourgmestre de la Ville, at the Hotel de Ville, 
Antwerp, not later than the 3rd October in the case of (1), and 
the llth November in the case of (2). Deposits of 5,000 francs 
(about 200/.) and 7,000 francs (about 2801.) will be required to 
qualify tenders for (1) and (2) respectively. 

The specifications may be obtained from the Hotel de Ville, 
Antwerp. Copies may be examined by British contractors at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The ‘Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of 13th September 
announces that the ‘Société Nationale des 
Railway Chemins de fer vicinaux ” invite tenders for 
Construction. the construction of the portion of the Liége- 
Sainte-Walburge local railway lying between Bilsen and Riempst, 


























lt a nn a ee a 
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BELGIUM—continued. 
with a branch from Houtain-Saint-Siméon to Liége-Coronmeuse, 
at the estimated cost of 157,062 francs. 
A deposit of 15,000 francs is necessary to qualify any tender, 
which must be sent in to the above-named company, Rue de la 
Science 14, Brussels, by 7th October. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet), in a report 
on the trade of Belgium for the year 1906 and the first half of 


1907, writes :— 


“ It is scarcely possible to give a complete list of all articles 
of British production for which there is a demand in Belgium, 
but below will be found some information respecting a few 
articles made in the United Kingdom which are already sold 
and for which there is an increasing demand :— 


“ British beers are at present sold in varying degree, but the 
—e- demand for them is not very great on account 
Whiskey of the lighter and more popular German beers 

and those brewed in Belgium. British beers 
of one or two of the best known makes find some considerable 
sale, but it would be difficult to introduce other brands without 
extensive advertising. Whiskey is more popular, and has been 
drunk more generally during recent years. Good Scotch whiskey 
especially finds a ready sale. 


‘All articles in connexion with lawn tennis, football, golf, hockey, 

polo, &c., are in considerable demand. They 
Athletic Outfits. should be of good quality. All sporting pas- 

times are making great headway in Belgium, 
and there is frequently some difficulty in obtaining the necessary 
articles required. The British trade is looked to to supply this 
want, and all sporting goods are expected to be of British make. 
In most cases the duty on such goods is 13 per cent. ad valorem, 
which amount, added to the cost of carriage, makes the price of 
the goods higher than in the United Kingdom. The trade in 
Belgium is confined to a limited number of sporting dealers who 
sell British articles, but in most cases at a considerably higher 
price than is necessary to make a reasonable profit. There is a 
good opening for abranch British manufacturing or retail house or 
houses which would sell good class articles at British prices, plus 
the Customs duty paid on their importation and the cost of 


transport. 
“ Leather articles, such as handbags, dressing cases, trunks, jewel 
cases, hat boxes, &c., are badly needed in the 


Bags and Trunks. retail shops, as those of Belgian and German 
production,at present the most largely exhi- 
bited, are of inferior class and workmanship. Good class articles, 
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BELGIU M—continued. 


such as are seen in the United Kingdom, would be bought were 
they on sale, and a little judicious advertising would make them 
popular. It is necessary to educate the Belgian public to the idea 
that greater initial expenditure on such articles is in the long run 
economical. 


“Tron and brass bedsteads of British manufacture already find a 

considerable market in Belgium, and there is 

Bedsteads. room for further enterprise in this connexion. 

Frequent attempts have been made in Belgium 

by local manufacturers to produce bedsteads similar to those made 

in the United Kingdom, but without success, as it is found that 

the British-made article is of better quality, and can be sold at as 

low a price as that made in this country, notwithstanding the im- 
port duty levied. 


‘ British-made bicycles will apparently never have any great suc- 

cess in Belgium, apart from the 12 per cent. 
Bicycle Fittings. import tax charged upon their value. Cycling 

is still a popular pastime among the classes, 
but the Belgian evidently prefers either an American or a home- 
made, wooden-rimmed, single-tube tyred, low-framed, light and 
cheap bicycle to the incontestably superior British-made machine, 
and he further seems to have no great wish to adopt the British 
standpoint of perfection in bicycles. Detached parts for fitting up 
machines are required and find a good market, but the entire British 
bicycle does not appear to be much sought after. 


‘Among certain classes in Belgium boots and shoes of British 

manufacture are always in demand, but gene- 
Boots and Shoes. rally speaking, the Belgian taste in footwear 

differs from that in the United Kingdom. The 
practical shape of British-made boots appears, however, to appeal 
more and more to the popular fancy in this country, and there is 
an excellent opportunity for British makers to extend their foreign 
trade with Belgium. Prices should not be too high, for local 
makers in many cases copy the British shape of boots, describe 
them with British names and sell them at a price which is not by 
any means excessive. 


‘“‘ Potted meats, preserves, &c., are sold in considerable quantities, 
though of late the demand for tinned meats has 

Canned Goods. greatly diminished consequent upon public pre- 
judice created by statements in the press. 

Potted preserves, however, of good quality in glasses or pots are 
fairly popular, and would find a certain sale. Preserves of vege- 
tables, such as peas, asparagus, beans, &c., are bottled in large 
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BELGIU M—continued., 


quantities in Belgium, and it is doubtful whether similar articles 
from the United Kingdom would be considered preferable to 
home-made productions. 


‘Candles and nightlights of British make also have a considerable 

sale and should be introduced by travellers to 

Candles. the retail dealers. There is, however, consider- 

able Belgian competition to be met with, and 

makers of candles here, favoured by the 10 per cent. import tax 

and cheapness of labour locally, run the British producer very 

close in regard to price. Moreover, Belgian makers copy the 

British sizes and ingredients and make candles which appear 
identical. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,918). 





FRANCE—ALGERIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 106 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 

Sale of Journal” of 18th July last respecting the 

Cedar Wood intended sale at Constantine on 15th January, 

: 1908, of 100,000 cubic metres of cedar wood, 

the British Vice-Consul at Bone (Mr. H. Scratchley, M.V.O.) has 

forwarded further details which may be obtained on application 

at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 7 

Mr. Scratchley states that intending purchasers should go out 

this autumn and inspect for themselves: he promises to give them 

all the assistance in his power. 


PORTUGAL: 


The ‘ Diarios do Governo” of 11th and 12th September contain 
Mining decrees conceding (1) the iron and manganese 
Machinery mine of Raco de Baino in the “conselho” of 
Odemeira, and (2) the iron and manganese 

mine of Azambujeiro, in the same “conselho,” to Mr. John 


Holloway. 








SPAIN. 


The Acting British Consul at Bilbao (Mr. J. Innes) has received 
Paper and an application from a gentleman in that town 
Stationery who wishes to be put in touch with British 

manufacturers of certain kinds of paper and 
stationery, comprising writing papers, machine-made (prolonged) 
papers, paper for day books and ledgers, paper for labels, tracing 
papers, blotting papers, pens, office accessories, drawing instruments 

&c. The Acting Consul says that there are no wholesale stationery 

dealers in Bilbao nor nearer than Madrid ; the consumption is large 
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SPAIN—continued. 


and an energetic man should be able to do a good trade. The 
Acting Consul has forwarded samples of various kinds of paper 
that the applicant sells at present: these with particulars as to 
prices and other information may be seen by British manufacturers 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


With reference to the notice on p. 319 of the “ Board of Trade 
b Journal” of 15th August last, and to previous 
ailway 
Material. notices concerning the Trans-Pyrenean Rail- 
ways, it is noted that the ‘“‘ Gaceta de Madrid” 
of 8th September contains a copy of a Decree granting a con- 
cession to a Mr. Pont for the construction of the railway from 
Ripoll to the French frontier near Puigcerda. The Decree also 
provides for the subsidising of the above mentioned railway to the 
amount of 60,000 pesetas (about 2,090/.), for every kilometre 
between Ripol! and the French frontier. 

The same ‘“ Gaceta” aiso contains a Decree authorising the 
construction of a narrow gauge railway from the station at 
Argamasilla de Alba to 'Tomelloso in accordance with the plans of 
Don Francisco Martinez y Ramirez. 


With reference to the notice on pp 106-7 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 18th July last respecting a call for 
Dredging Work. tenders for the work of opening a channel in 
the mouth of the Guadalquivir, it appears from 
the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” that the date to which tenders will be 
received has been postponed to the 25th September. 


The ‘‘Gaceta” of 10th September contains a copy of a Decree 
authorising the Junta de Jefes de la provincia 
Port Works. de Lugo to carry out works necessary to render 
the moles of La KEspifieira suitable for the 

loading and unloading of goods. 


The same ‘“ Gaceta” also contains a copy of a Decree authorising 
, the Esperanza Copper and Sulphur Company, 
es i Ue iate public land necessary 
Material. ., to appropriate public land necessary for 
the construction of a railway line for their 
private use from the Esperanza Mine to meet the line of the 
Concepcién Mine at Almonaster la Real. 





ITALY: 
The Board of Trade have been notified by the Italian Consul- 
General in London that tenders for the erection 
of new buildings (estimated to cost 3,381,647 
lire, or 135,266/.) are invited by the Committee 
of the Palermo Hospital. Tenders, in sealed envelopes, must reach 


Building 
Construction. 
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ITAL Y—continued, 


the Secretary of the Hospital at Palermo by 4 p.m. on the 16th 
October. A deposit of 100,000 lire (4,000/.) will be required to 
qualify any tender. Further particulars may be obtained at the 
Italian Consulate-General, 44, Finsbury Square, London, E.C. 


The British Vice-Consul at Spezia (Mr. E. M. de Garston) reports 
that tenders will be received up to 11 a.m. on 


Bunting, China, in, days specified below, for the supply to 


Hides and . ' 
sence ei the Italian Navy of the following articles : 
Estimated Qualifying 
Date. Articles required. Value. Deposit. 
28th September Bunting ... 00 son _ 91,080 lire ... 9,108 lire 
(3,6437.) (3641.) 
30th - China requisites for ship’s messes 14,386 lire ... 1,440 lire. 
(5751.) (582.) 
5th October ... Hides and leathers - one 59,200 lire ... 65,920 lire. 
(2,3687.) (237/.) 


Public bids for the first and second of the above contracts will 
be held simultaneously at the Royal Arsenals (Contract Offices) of 
Spezia and Naples; and bids for the third at the Royal Arsenals 
of Spezia and Venice. 

The special conditions of contract may be seen at the Ministry 
of Marine, Rome; at the Directorates General of the Royal 
Arsenals; at the Technical Offices of the Navy at Genoa; and 
at the principal Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 

Each tender should be made out on Government stamped paper 
of 1 lira. Local representation is necessary. 

The expenses of registration, printing and stamp duty are 
payable by the successful tenderer. 


The Austrian Consul at Genoa, in a recent report, states that 

Italy is dependent in a great degree upon 

Sheet-metal. foreign countries for sheet-metal such as is 

employed in shipbuilding aud boiler works, 

owing to the fact that thick plates are not made in any of the 

foundries existing in the country. German competition is in a 

great measure debarred on account of the expense of transport 

and transhipment, thus leaving the field open to Austrian and 
English enterprise. 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY:;: 
The “ Reichsgesetzblatt ” for 10th September contains a copy of a 
Decree granting a concession to Graf Mensdorff- 
Pouilly, of Boskowitz, and Engineer Rudolf 
Czeczowiczka, of Vienna, for the construction. 
and working of the local normal gauge railway from Skalitz- 
Boskowitz to Gross-Opatowitz. Also a Decree granting a conces- 
sion to the Akt. Ges. Localbahn Innsbruck—Hall i. T. for the 


Railway 
Concessions. 
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AUSTRIA~HUNGARY—continued. 
construction and working of a small gauge electric railway from 
the right bank of the River Inn, near the chain bridge at 
Innsbruck, to the Hungerburgplateau. 


The Austrian ‘“ Lieferungswesen” of 8th September announces 

that the xk.K. Bergdirektion Pribram invite 

Hardware. tenders for various articles such as gas pipes, 

iron, steel wire and steel ropes, &c., &c. Further 

details and patterns may be obtained from the above-named 

Direktion at Pribram. Tenders must be sent in before 30th Sep- 
tember. 


The “ Lieferungswesen”’ of 12th September announces that tenders 
are invited for the works connected with the 
Water Reservoir. construction of a reservoir at the estimated cost 
of 1,124,412 kr. (about 48,850/.), with an 
emptying and overflow canal. Tenders will be opened on 7th 
Oct. by the Magistrat Wien, Abteilung VII. [ Vienna]. 


Also that the K.K. privat. Osterreichische Nordwestbahn and Siid- 
Norddeutsche Verbindungsbahn invite tenders 

Hardware. till 25th September for the supply of iron 
plates, bars, &., &c. Tenders must be sent in 

to the Direktion of the above-named railway, Sektion D. [Vienna ]. 


The ‘“‘ Lieferungswesen,” containing further details, may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 





BULGARIA: 

A recent Austrian consular report from Varna, commenting on the 
soap trade of Bulgaria, states that although the 
Soap. industry of the country covers a certain portion 
of the demand, white and green washing soap 
has to be imported. A sack of white soap containing from 75 to 
85 kilogs. is sold at 388—70 francs according to quality, and green 
soap in boxes containing from 65—75 kilogs. at from 35 to 53 
francs. Better quality washing soap is sold in packets containing 
three double cakes. Scented soap is imported chiefly from Austria, 

Germany, Russia, and France. 





CRETE: 
The Austrian Consul at Canea in a recent report states that 
a German firm sent a traveller to Crete last 
Soap. July, offering soap and sugar with successful 
results. It appears that there is a steadily 
increasing demand for toilet soap, especially for cheap sorts 
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sold at from 3 to 6 francs a dozen, which is met by goods 
imported from Germany. The Consul further states that an 
English firm made an attempt on the same lines this year with 
little result, but he points out that German firms have acquired 
their clientéle by accustoming the Cretans to their soap and per- 
fumery, and that competing firms must not be disheartened by 
failure at the first attempt. 





TURKEY. 


H.M. Consul at Constantinople (Mr. A. T. Waugh) reports that 
Resitenatinnes announcements appeared in the local press of 
Plant 9th September to the effect that tenders are 
invited by the Commission of the Hedjaz 
Railway for the supply of the contractors’ plant noted below. 
It is stipulated that the various articles shall be delivered at the 
Rabigh landing stage (Rabigh is in the Hedjaz, about 80 miles 
north of Jiddah) by the beginning of April, 1908 :— 

Thirty open platform trucks to carry 25 tons each, 40 trucks, 
4 locomotives with tenders, 1,000 hand barrows, 3,000 pickaxes 
complete*with handles, 3,000 shovels, 1,500 “ ballast pickaxes ” 
{a special tool for driving the ballast under the rails and sleepers), 
2,000 “ballast hammers” for the same purpose, 1,500 sledge 
hammers (of various weights), 500 mining drills, and 1 steam 
crane to lift 13 tons. 

Tenders are required to be sent in to the Commission in 
Constantinople by 21st September ; it is understood, however, that 
the contractors were settled previous to the publication of the 
announcement ! 





TURKEY AND PERSIA. 


The “ Handels Museum” of 12th September contains a notice to 

Gold and Silver the effect that there is a good market in the 

Thread Turkish Provinces, Constantinople, and Persia 

for gold and silver thread made of nickel, silvered 

or gilt, wound over cotton or silk. These goods are at present 

imported from Moscow, Lyons and Nuremberg, the Russian thread 

being cheap and bright, and the French particularly cheap. A 

recent Austrian consular report, however, states that Germany has 
begun to compete seriously in this direction. 





CUBA. 


The “ Gaceta Oficial ” of 22nd August announces that the Jefatura 
de las Obras del Puerto de Habana (Adminis- 

Steam Crane. tration of the Port Works of Havana) invites 
tenders for the supply of a floating steam crane. 

Tenders should be sent in to the Administration before 5th October. 
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CHILE, 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 11th July contains a notice postponing 
Bridge the opening of tenders for the construction of 
iieleinnmaiiees five railway bridges in Chile (see ‘“ Board of 
‘Trade Journal” for 11th July, p. 59) to 

31st December. 

Conditions of tender, plans and specifications may be seen at 
the Chilean Legation in London, 29, Queen’s Gate Terrace, S.W. ; 
copies may also be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Board of Trade have been notified by the Chilean Consulate in 
Londen that the Municipality of Valparaiso 


Street Cleaning invite tenders (within the term of six months) 


= Refase for cleansing the public streets and highways, 
Collecting siege Sagi gedaan: -s 
Sentanst also to collect and destroy the refuse, &c., from 


private houses for a period of ten years. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the Chilean Consulate, 
133, Finsbury Pavement House, London, E.C. 





ARGENTINA. 


The ‘‘ Review of the River Plate” (Buenos Ayres) announces that, 
Waianae in connexion with the improvement of the 
Railway service of the Port of Buenos Ayres, the 
Pamwreereny Ha National Chamber of Deputies passed the Bill 
Sei tn authorizing the Government to call for tenders 
Tr. for the construction of new warehouses, the 
enlargement of those in existence, the construction of railways, 
the extension of the defences of the North Basin and the installa- 
tion of apparatus for loading and discharging merchandise, with 
power to expend on the works a sum not exceeding 8,950,000 
dollars gold (1,790,000/.). 





JAPAN: 


According to a report by the Canadian Commercial Agent at 
Yokohama (Mr. A. Maclean), it is announced 

Railway Plant. that the Japanese Government have decided to 
carry out, in connexion with the nationalised 

railways,* a thorough improvement, on a large scale, of all State 
lines. The work, of which the estimated cost is 150,000,000 yen 
(yen = 2s. 04d.), is to be completed in five years in time for the 
opening of the Exhibition in 1912. The general estimates are 
reported to be as follows :—8,300,000 yen for double-tracking 830 
miles; 22,500,000 yen for 900 locomotives; 19,000,000 yen for 
19,000 freight cars; 10,000,000 yen for 1,000 passenger cars ; 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of (th June last, ;. 469, and previous notices. 
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15,000,000 yen for enlargement and re-construction of 30 stations, 
and 1,500,000 yen for construction of five new steamers. 

Mr. Maclean also remarks it is commonly thought in Japan that 
the time is approaching when the present gauge of Japanese 
railways, viz., 42 inches, will be changed to 564 inches, for reasons 
of greater capacity, and to conform to the Japanese railways on the 
Continental mainland. 





WARNING TO INVESTORS (HUNGARY). 


A communication from a trustworthy source has reached the 
Board of Trade conveying a warning regarding endeavours which 
it is reported are being made by a certain “ undertaking ” that 
has been formed in America for carrying out operations in 
Hungary to induce the public to subscribe. Further information 
will be given to any British firms interested on application to 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C., at the discretion of the Principal. 





TRADE OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH 
POSSESSIONS. 


The following summary table has been prepared in the Board of 
Trade, showing the total imports and exports of merchandise of 
the principal countries for which the particulars can be given up to 
June, 19U7, inclusive, and referring in all cases to the same 
period, viz., the six months ended June. The corresponding 
figures for 1906 and 1905 are added for comparison :— 

















a a 
Imports (see Nore below). Exports a ny (see NoTE 
). 
Six Months ended June. Six Months ended June. 
1905. | 1906. | 1907. 1905. i900. | 1907. 
% 4 & & £ & 
Germany .| 163,331,000 | 201,648,000 | 213,256,000 | 129,467,000 | 142,859,000 | 165,550,000 
— 56,895,000 | 64,087,000 | 68,593,000 | 41,010,000 | 47,373,000 | 49,070,000 
France... 97,405,000 | 113,949,000 | 123,765,000 | 92,284,000 | 100,957,000 | 110, 424, 000 
Spain ... 20,293,000 | 20,753,000 | 18,651, 000 16,957,000 | 17,466,000 ] ‘066, 
Austria-Hungary 44,859,000 | 49,855,000 48,222,000 40,370,000 | 46,298,000 | 45,627,000 
Egypt . ... 9,672,000 | 10,788,000 | 12,606, 9,860,000 | 11,445,000 | 13,587,000 
United States... .| 122,904,000 | 132,783,000 | 156, "516, 000 | 151,263,000 | 175,957,000 | 192,833,000 
Ja apan 29,191,000 | 22,728,000 | 27 ‘022, 000 | 14,417,000 | 17,790,000 | 19,930,000 
British India.. 35,209,000 | 38,741,000 39,776,000 52,274,000 | 57,303,000 | 66,975,000 
Canada ... 26,426,000 | 30,722,000 | 37,654,000 | 15,956,000 | 21,029,000 | 18,514,000 
British 8. Africat .../not available 16,867,000 | 14,078,000 iInotavailable| 20,423,000 | 23,813,000 
United Kingdom .| 233,080,000 | 256,131 000 276,816,000 | 155,706,000 | 180,594,000 | 206,317, 000 























* Value of principal articles only. 


+ Including bullion. 
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A comparison of the total figures for seven months ended 
31st July is possible for four countries, as follows, viz. :— 

















Imports (see Note). Exports (Domestic) (see Norr). 
Seven Months ended July. Seven Months ended July. 
1905. | 1906, 1907. 1905. | 1906. 1907. 
: £ £ 

Belgium* eco -- | 65,995,000 | 76,091,000 | 82,929,000 | 47,446,000 | 58,314,000 | 60,056,000 
France... ove ...| 112,047,000 | 131,753,000 142,671,000 | 107,066,000 | 118,843,000 | 129,567,000 
United States ...| 140,511,000 | 154,157,000 | 182,509,000 | 173,223,000 | 198,744,000 | 219,111,000 
Umited Kingdom _ ...| 272,017,000 | 298,656,000 321,625,000 | 183,527,000 | 214,036,000 | 246,770,000 














* Value of principal articles only. 


NoTeE.—In the case of Germany, Belgium, France, Austria- 
Hungary, Egypt, Japan, Canada, and United Kingdom, the import 
figures given in the above summaries represent imports for home 
consumption. In all cases the export figures are intended to 
represent exports of domestic produce. In most cases, however, 
they include a certain amount of “nationalised” goods, 1.e., goods 
originally imported for consumption, and which, if dutiable, have 
been charged with duty, but which are subsequently re-exported. 

The latest figures available as regards other countries from 
which returns are received by the Board of Trade are as follow :— 





Imports. Exports (Domestic). 








1905. | 1906. | 1907. 1905. | 1906. | 1907. 











£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Russia* (4 months)... 15,587,000 | 20,555,000 | 22,356,000 | 27,788,000 | 28,460,000 | 23,965,000 
Switzerland (3 mths.)| 11,904,000 | 13,127,000 | 14,714,000 | 9,093,000 | 10,316,000 | 11,085,000 
Italy (5 months) ...| 32,178,000 | 41,137,000 | 48,695,000 | 26,204,000 | 31,411,000 | 29,939,000 
Mexico+ (5 months) .. 7,506,000 | 11,207,000 | 10,486,000 9,322,000 | 11,863,000 | 11,248,000 
Australian Common-' 
wealth+ (5 months) |notavailable| 17,237,000 | 20,238,000 Inotavailable| 26,242,000 | 28,416,000 


| 1906. 1905. 1906. 1904. 1905. 1906. 
Portugal (10 months)! 11,680,000 | 11,666,000 | 11,462,000 | 5,848,000 | 5,411,000 | 5,738,000 
| ' 























* European, Russo-Finnish and Black Sea Frontiers. 
+ Including bullion and specie. 


For detailed particulars regarding the trade of the several 
countries, reference should be made to the “ Accounts relating to 
the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, including figures received up to 3lst August,” to 
be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter 
Lane, E.C. 
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TRADE AND PRODUCTION OF THE CENTRAL (EASTERN) 
PROVINCE OF THE UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of a report by Mr. A. G. Boyle for the year 1905-6 on the 
Central (Eastern) Province of the Uganda Protectorate, from which 
the following particulars relating to the openings for British trade 
and to the products of the Province are taken :— 


TRADE. 

‘Tt is impossible to summarise the import trade of the Province 
owing to the goods coming from Kampala, &c., which would not be 
included. The large number of traders who are coming into the 
Province proves, however, that business is greatly on the increase. 


Cotton Goods.—‘‘ The bulk of the grey sheeting comes from 
America, and it is a pity that British manufacturers seem to pay 
no attention to this class of goods for which there is a large and 
increasing market, despite the fact that their attention has been 
drawn to it in every annual report from the East African 
Protectorates. Germany is getting a large hold over coloured 
cloths similar to those manufactured in Manchester, and I believe 
this is due to greater enterprise on the part of local agents. There 
being no British wholesale house in Uganda it naturally follows 
that orders are freely given to German houses who thereby enable 
their manufacturers to capture the markets. . . . I am, 
however, of opinion that a British firm of enterprise could still 
take a large share in cotton goods and other trades if it established 
itself here shortly. . . . The system of bonded warehouses 
and the establishment of a British bank would undoubtedly largely 
help any such firm in its fight for predominance of British goods. 


Corrugated Iron.—“ The British article is always asked for by 
merchants and contractors but it would appear as though the 
foresight of our manufacturers is often at fault, as complaints 
constantly reach me that the stock of British-made corrugated iron 
has run out at Mombasa and Zanzibar. Our manufacturers or 
their agents have therefore only themselves to blame if the German 
article is largely bought. 


Iron, Brass, and Copper Wire.—“ Iron and brass wire is largely 
used for the Koromojo trade in ivory, as cattle are bought with it, 
and the cattle traded for ivory. English manufacturers might 
well compete with the Germans, who seem to hold this trade in 
their hands. 


Matches, Umbrellas, &c.—‘‘ Wooden matches are imported in 
large quantities from Sweden. Umbrellas are also in large demand 
among native ladies of fashion. I believe cheap parasols of gaudy 
colours would be much sought after, more especially as umbrellas 
are articles of ornament and not generally used as a protection 
against rain or sun, for the owner invariably keeps them up till 
after sunset.” 
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PRODUCTS. 


Minerals.—‘‘ No minerals have yet been discovered, but I hope 
we may shortly find tin, copper, or gold, as I believe the country 
rock is suitable for these minerals. There is a large amount of 
intrusive granite, while mica and quartz are also found. The 
western slopes and foot hills of Mount Elgon have never been 
prospected, and very little of Busoga and Bukedi. 


Rubber.—“ Only a few trees of Funtumia elastica have been found 
in the Nile Forest, but at any rate it proves that it might be pro- 
fitably planted there. Busoga should prove, owing to the richness 
of its soil, the abundance of water, and its well sheltered valleys, 
most suitable for rubber and cocoa, the former acting as shelter 
trees for the latter. 


Hides and Skins.—‘‘ This trade is still developing, and has, I 
believe, now almost reached its limit of expansion in Busoga, 
though parts of Bukedi and the Lango country are still almost 
untouched. 


Cotton.—‘‘ There is a great future for cotton in this district. 
The main difficulties that will be experienced will be (1) the 
selection of trees by the native for future seed, as I am afraid that 
they will select such trees haphazard, instead of choosing only the 
healthiest and most fruitful trees; (2) the variation of time of 
rainfall. 


Oils—‘‘ Groundnuts and semsem being staple foods in the 
province are largely grown, and as transport becomes cheaper will 
be more exported. I am anxious to introduce linseed, which being 
more valuable should also prove more profitable. It will be 
experimented with during 1906-07. 


Fibres.—‘‘ I hope to be able to develop a small trade in ‘ Buso’ 
rafia fibre which is found in certain parts of the Bukedi district. 
The development of a trade in Sanseveria fibre depends on the 
introduction of a suitable machine, as the native dislikes preparing 
it by hand, and in a country like this, where the soil is so fertile, 
he naturally is not prepared to do what he has a dislike for, when 
he can earn a livelihood in a more congenial manner. The 
‘ Bufumbo’ fibre could be largely planted if a market was assured, 
but reports at present are scarcely sufficiently definite to enable 
me to urge the natives to plant it. 


Rice.—‘‘ This grows well, and with the introduction of Indian 
planters it should be possible to grow sufficient not only for local 
consumption, but also for export. 


Ghee.—‘‘ There is a slight increase in the export of this 
commodity, but considerable expansion is still possible. 


























my 
( 


Sept. 19, 1907.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. ay9) 








Trade and Production of the Central (Eastern) Province of the 
Uganda Protectorate. 





Pulse.—‘‘ Pulse grows well, but there does not seem to be a 
steady demand for it, and this frightens would-be growers. ‘Time, 
however, should show what is required, and then the amount 
grown will correspond more nearly with the demand. 

Chillies——‘‘ The demand for this article, which forms the largest 
export, will, Iam afraid, not be lasting, though there should always 
be a demand for some 2,000 tons per annum, at a lower price than 
at present. 

Wax.—‘ A trade in wax will, I believe, spring up once the 
Indian traders get into closer touch with the hill tribes of Elgon, 
but at present the latter are untrustworthy, and the Indians cannot 
push trade into their country. ‘This, however, is rapidly righting 
itself, and a small trade might be done in it now at Mbai, Sore, 
Save, and Wanyera’s. 

Gum—‘“ ‘I'he traders do not appear to know what value is 
attached to this, and so far only experimental shipments have been 
made. I hope, however, that should these prove satisfactory, 
further shipments of large quantities may be made.” 





COTTON AND WOOLLEN YARN TRADE OF DAMASCUS. 


The following notes on the trade of Damascus in cotton and 
woollen yarns during 1906 are taken from the recent report of 
H.M. Consul there (Mr. G. P. Devey) :— 

‘“(a) Of grey single cotton yarn, inferior quality, Nos. 6, 8, 10, 
12, 14 and 16, about 70 per cent. was imported from India, and 
25 per cent. from Italy. India gained ground this year over Italy 
because of the rise in the Italian and fall in the Indian prices. A 
spinning machine in Damascus turned out during the year about 
5,000 bundles of this quality of yarn. 

“(b) Bleached single cotton yarn, superior quality, Nos. 12, 14, 
16, 18, 20, 22 and 24, was supplied by the United Kingdom to the 
extent of 80 per cent. and by Italy to 20 percent. The decreasing 
importation of this quality was marked, because the textiles made 
from it are hetter worked at Homs and Hamah, whence this yarn 
is imported direct from Manchester. 

‘“‘(c) Bleached twisted cotton yarn, Nos. 2/12 to 3/30, was 
imported from the United Kingdom to the extent of 50 per cent., 
Italy 40 per cent., Belgium 5 per cent., and India 5 per cent. 
This quality shows a heavy increase in demand here owing to the 
progress of the fabrics made from it in Damascus, but India lost 
seriously in it because the British and Italian qualities are by far 
superior and more appreciated by the customers. 

‘“‘(d) Red and grenade yarn, Nos. 12, 14, 16 and 20, has not 
changed much since the year 1905 ; the United Kingdom supplying 
only about 5 per cent. is nearly driven out by Germany with its 
80 per cent., and Italy with its 15 per cent. 
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‘““(e) Dyed yarn, chiefly black and blue, Nos. 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 
26 and 30, was supplied by the United Kingdom to the extent of 
70 per cent., and by Italy to 30 per cent. The United Kingdom 
has the monopoly of all dyed yarns, except the black and blue, 
which come partly from Italy. 

‘“‘(f) Misri, coloured and white (called misri because it is made 
of Egyptian cotton), Nos. 3/28, 3/30, 3/82, 3/36, 3/40, 3/50, 3/60, 
3/70 and 3/80, was supplied by the United Kingdom alone owing 
to the superior quality of this British article in substance as well 
asin thecolours. The demand for this variety of yarn is increasing 
very rapidly, for it is found more suitable for weaving purposes. 

‘‘(g) Twisted dyed cotton yarn, Nos. 2/20, 2/24, 2/30, 2/35, 
2/40, 2/70 and 2/80, was imported in equal shares from the United 
Kingdom and Germany, but the dyed portion is supplied exclusively 
by the United Kingdom. Germany is competing keenly with the 
United Kingdom in the supply of glacé white yarn, and it is 
expected that the competition will increase. 

(7) Dyed woollen yarn, Nos. 2/20, 2/24, 2/30, 2/36, 2/38 and 
2/40, was imported exclusively from the United Kingdom, though 
a certain part of it is brought through German commission agents. 

‘“‘(k) Sewing thread, glacé, white or dyed, was supplied by the 
United Kingdom to the extent of 70 per cent., Germany 25 per 
cent., and Italy 5 per cent. 

“The first eight of these varieties reach this market in bundles 
of 10 lbs. each, while the glacé bundle is only 5 lbs. and woollen 
yarn is so}d by 1 lb. weight. 

‘The following table of the quantities and valnes of the different 
yarn varieties mentioned above may be useful :— 























Articles. Quantity.| Value. 
| 

| £ 
(a) Grey yarn ... emp _ -_ a Bundles, 50,000 14,000 
(6) Bleached, white ... ibe sie ‘tit » | 70,000 22,000 
(c) Bleached, twisted ... ba fee ne » | 15,000 5,400 
(d@) Red and grenade sas dee _ » | 8,000 4,000 
(e) Dyed je wa _ van » | 20,000 8,000 
(7) br (Egyptian) was ‘ihe — Ire » | 15,000 12,000 
(g) Twisted and _ es se tie vee » | 4,000 2,240 
(h) Double twist.. we sae _ _ » | Sa 2,160 
(i) Glacé. cn sie vai ‘ie sts » | 60,000 16,000 
(7) Woollen yarn ble Line we -_ Lbs. ...| 70,000 7,000 
(k) Sewing thread a oes ids a) Gross ve 6,000 3,000 
Total ... | 95,800 





“| 








‘To the United Kingdom may be credited 55 per cent. of the 
cotton yarn imported into this market, which shows an improve- 
ment of 4 per cent. over the previous year. ‘The woollen yarn.is 


(Foreign Office, 


still supplied solely by the United Kingdom.” 


Annual Series, 3,917.) 
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CLAYS IN MANCHURIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 345 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 14th February last, in which mention is made of 
deposits of infusorial earth (kieselguhr) in Manchuria, the Acting 
British Commercial Attaché at Peking has forwarded a copy of an 
extract from the ‘“ Harbinsky Vestnik” dealing generally with 
Manchurian clays and their composition, from which the following 
particulars are extracted :— 


Fire Clay.—This clay is found in Manchuria along the banks of 
many mountain streams of the Syaolin ridge, and in the Western 
slopes of the Greater Hsing-an mountains, and is composed of two 
kinds :—(a) a white pure porcelain clay suitable for the finest work, 
for instance China-ware, and (b) a light yellowish or reddish fire 
clay suitable for making fire-proof material, such as fire-brick, &c. 

Fire-clay is also known to exist along the Sungari and Utsimi 
rivers, and in the Ussuri district along the Mo and the Lephu 
rivers. 


Fusible Clay.—This clay is found in different parts of South 
Manchuria. It is soft, and in admixture with water is highly 
plastic and easy of dissolution. Its colour is bright red or yellow. 
Many of the different kinds of this clay represent very fine material 
for the removal of grease spots, and can, therefore, be used as cloth- 
rolling clay. 


Brick Clay.— Of the different clays this is most common, and its 
use has been well developed in making building material for small 
Chinese shops and stores in the larger centres of Manchuria, 
especially in the vicinities of Harbin, Tsitsihar, Hailar, Handao- 
hedze and Pogranichnia, also near Vladivostock and Nikolsk in the 
Primorsk. 


Along the Sungari and Nonni rivers there are many deposits of 
sandy and blue clays. In the sandy clay deposits along the Nonni 
are found gold leaves, indicating that the deposits have their origin 
from the stream. 


In addition to other clay-silicic compositions, Manchuria has 
many deposits of clay and lime marl, some of which are very valu- 
able as material for the manufacture of cement. 


Rotten-stone is found between Imenpo and Utsimi and along 
the Eastern branch of the Eastern Chinese Railway. This material 
is used in large amounts in the manufacture of dynamite, 
ultramarine, crystal glass, enamel and glazing; for polishing and 
cleaning ; the manufacture of sealing-wax, paper and soap; and for 
making light brick and cement for stone. 

The Acting Commercial Attaché states that the rotten-stone 
referred to in the last section is understood to be the Kieselguhr 
deposit between Imjanpo (Yi-mien-p’o) and Uzeima (Wu-chi-mi), 
which lie a little to the east of Ashiho on the Chinese Eastern 
Railway to the east of Harbin. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The ‘‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for 20th August 
Sinica last contains a copy of a Bill which has been 
Pte soe introduced into the Cape House of Assembly 
..., for the purpose of making provision for the 
respecting Ships’ better protection of the Customs revenue. 
Stores. The Bill empowers Customs officers to board 
any ship arriving at any port in the Colony and seal up, in 
accordance with such regulations as may be made by the Governor, 
all ‘‘sealable goods” on board ship, which are either unconsumed 
stores of such ship, or the personal property of, or in the 
possession of, the master or any member of the crew, while 
such ship remains in any port of the Colony. 

It is provided that ‘‘ sealable goods ” shall mean tobacco, cigars, 
and other preparations of tobacco, spirits, and strong waters, and 
any other articles which may be declared as such by regulations 
made by the Governor, and upon which duty has not been paid. 





CHILE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
telegraphic information to the effect that a Bill 
was recently passed by the Chilian Lower 
, Chamber by which it is proposed to suspend the 
Reduction 6 : Chilian chides duties a , weneot ‘atte, and 
Import Duties. +, authorise the reduction by not more than 
50 per cent. of the duties on woollen and linen textiles, corrugated 
galvanised iron, boots and shoes, sugar, and portable houses. The 
Chilian Congress is now closed, but it is understood that the Bill 
will be included in the programme of the session which com- 
mences on 15th October next. 


Proposed 
Suspension and 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Commonwealth 
Department of Trade and Customs, a copy of 
New Tariff. the new Tariff Proposals which were introduced 
by the Federal Treasurer in the Commonwealth 
House of Representatives on 8th August last. 
The full text of the tariff, together with the rates of duty 
previously in force, is given in a “Supplement” to this week’s 
issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


























SOT yp ee 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH -—continued. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Commonwealth 
Government various Orders (Nos. 951-4, 956, 
Decisions. 961 and 967) which have been issued by the 
Commonwealth Department of Trade and Cus- 
toms giving the following decisions under the Commerce Act of 
1905 and the Spirits Act of 1906 :— 
COMMERCE ACT. 
OrDER No. 951. 
It is provided in this Order that as Montserrat is a name of a place 
both in Spain and the West Indies, both of 
Lime Juice. which are famous for their limes and lime juice, 
‘* Montserrat” alone will be an _ insufficient 
designation of the country of origin of lime juice bearing that 
word. The name of the country of origin (e.g., Spain) must be 
added. 
ORDER No. 953. 
This Order provides that in cases where Australian traders’ names 
A ; appear on goods in conjunction with such mark- 
ustralian . a6 mete: ia ahi De iininlne, 19 h .s 
Traders’ Names, 128° 28 “Mordan’s English make,” such marking 
may be accepted as sufficient indication of the 
country of origin when applied to goods so presented. 
ORDER No. 954. 
It is laid down in this Order that where the “ case ” of a watch is 
made in one country and’the “ works” made in 
Watches. another, the country of origin is, for the 
present, to be regarded as that in which the 
‘“‘ works ” are made. 


ORDER No. 996. 
This Order relates to the form of permit required for the 
exportation of classified goods. 


OrvER No. 961. 
It is provided in this Order that where watches form part of 
Watches on jewellery (e.y., bracelets, &c.) it will be necessary 
enadiinte to have the country of origin of the watch stated 
on the watch. For example, if a Swiss watch 
be mounted in an English-made bracelet the country of origin 
would be marked— 
(a) On the watch—‘ Made in Switzerland” or ‘‘ Swiss made. x 
(6) On the bracelet-—‘ Made in England.” 
ORDER No. 967. 
It is provided in this Order that articles nof coming under the 
Regulations, such as towels, crockery, cutlery, 
Articles for Clubs. &c., marked with names, &c., of Australian 
hotels, clubs, &c., need not bear the country of 
origin if the goods are made in the United Kingdom. 
The above regulation will not apply to goods brought from a 
public warehouse and intended for personal use. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH —continued. 


SPIRITS ACT. 
It is stated in Order No. 952, in connexion with the requirements 
Maturity of of Sec. 11 of the Spirits Act, 1906, that as 
official Certificates with regard to the maturity 


ho ; of spirits are not procurable, the Commonwealth 
Sindetetiom Department of Trade and Customs will, as a 
accepted. rule, be satisfied with a statutory declaration 

(1.e., a declaration which, if false, renders the 


declarant liable to pains and penalties in the country where made) 
as to the facts, but reserves to itself the right to reject such 
declaration and require any other evidence that may be deemed 


necessary. 





TRANSVAAL. 

With reference to the notice published on p. 72 of the “ Board of 
I ; Trade Journal ” for 10th January last, the Board 
mportation of f Trade h ae f the «0 f 
Spirits into the °! [ade have received a copy of-the “ Cape o 
anna Good Hope Government Gazette” for 20th 
August containing a Customs notice which gives 

the amended Customs regulations to be observed respecting the 
importation into the Transvaal of spirits, the produce of the vine, 

manufactured within the South African Customs Union. 

The regulations provide that such spirits must be in bottles, 
labelled and capsuled to the satisfaction of the Director of 
Customs, except when imported in quantities of not more than 15 
gallons by private consumers (not being licensed dealers). 

No spirits, the produce of the vine, distilled within the Union 
for potable purposes shall be imported at a strength greater than 
10 per cent. underproof, or at a strength less than 25 per cent. 
underproof. Such spirits may be broken down under Customs 
supervision to 25 per cent. underproof, but no further manipulation 
or colouring is permitted. 

The labels must show the name-of the supplier as well as that of 
the bottling firm. 





NATAL, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Regulations copy of a Government Notice (No. 438 of 1907), 
neneatiine: tie dated 26th July last, laying down regulations 
ae weird nof be observed under the provisions of the 
S wk a Public Health Act, 1901, respecting the impor- 
Clot ’ tation of second-hand clothing into Natal. 
onning. The Regulations provide, tnter ala, that 
every consignment of body-linen, wearing apparel, bedding or 
blankets (other than personal effects of travellers), which have 
been in use, and which are imported for sale or disposal, must be 
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declared as such to the Customs at the port of entry and a certifi- 
cate submitted showing exactly of what articles the consignment 
consists and their place of origin. 

Every consignment must be accompanied by a certificate fur- 
nished by a responsible authority at the port of shipment or place 
of origin certifying that the articles have been efficiently disin- 
fected—failing which, every consignment will be subject to such 
disinfection at the cost of the consignee as may be required by 
the Colonial Government. 

Consignments for places beyond the Colony may, under certain 
conditions, be landed without certificates of disinfection. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “‘ Journal Officiel ” for the 31st August contains the 
Revised following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 
Valuation Tariff 2°S°S59S duty on certain metals and metal 

manufactures, which came into force on the lst 











gt _ September, and is to remain in operation until the 
— 30th November next, or until denunciation :— 
Valuation per kilog.* 
Articles. 
Former Revised 
Tariff. Tariff. 
Milli¢mes, ¢ | Milliémes. f 
Copper and brass sheets, round and bottoms ... ees 110 93 
» Sheets, plain — _ ons ies pak 107 90 
a , in rolls, bars, round and flat ... wen 107 90 
» ingots ove sd owe bee boa eee 104 87 
» wire eee _ pei oh nn ... | ad valorem | ad valorem 
Brass wire ... eee oes _ oon ona pas os - 
,, Sheets, plain, 24 x 48, 8 lbs. te 5 lbs. ... ome a a 
Tin ingots and bars ose bee cee ese ons 180 163 
Lead sheets... oes oes ‘on ons one see 20 21 
— coed ond oe _ al — 21 22 
piping 20 21 
—— an _ sien doe ning oat . 19 20 
Zinc sheets and ingots... és eee = ‘ai 29 27 
Phosphor bronze ... ove ee ~~ ove _— 125 125 
Antimony ... a a ons one one ons 75 40 
Quicksilver ... _ ove ace oes - on 270 270 











* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. The English ton 
is taken as equivalent to 1,016 kilogs. 
+ 1,000 milliemes = £E1 = 11. 0s. 6d, 
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MAURITIUS. 


A copy of a Proclamation (No. 19 of 1907), dated 10th August, 
Siepenitiinat 1907, has been received from the Collector of 
Prohibition of Customs at Port Louis revoking the Proclama- 
. tion of 7th December, 1906 (No. 42, 1906), 
Importation of _. . ’ 
. ' in consequence of anthrax (Charbon) being no 
certain Articles | ah cil OR ati 
neinet: ieee, onger prevalent at Réunion.” . 
The effect of this revocation is to permit the 
importation of the undermentioned articles from Réunion into the 
Colony :— 
Cattle (as defined by Ordinance No. 89 of 1881). 
Horses, asses and mules. 
Carcasses (as defined by Ordinance No. 39 of 1881). 
Straw, hay, litter and manure. 





RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
copies of two Russian Customs Circulars deter- 
sie Chante of mining the procedure to be followed by the 
Imported Yarns Customs officers in ascertaining the numbers of 

"imported yarns. The English system is adopted 
in the case of cotton, linen, hemp and jute yarns, and the metrical 
system in the case of woollen yarns. 

The Russian text of the Circulars in question, together with an 
English translation, may be consulted by persons interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, E.C. 


Determination of 





FRANCE—ALGERIA.: 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 12th September contains a 

, Presidential Decree defining the line of demar- 
Customs Service Cation between the free and dutiable zones in 
ae aes. sth Algeria, and providing for the establish- 
ment of certain new Customs houses in that district, and for the 
abolition of others. A copy of this Decree may be seen by persons 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “ Feuille Fédérale Suisse” for the 4th September contains a 
re an Notice of the Swiss Customs Department to 
the effect that grape-cake (the skins of pressed 

Treatment of de dented BN ie sient aha 
Gvepo-cake. grapes : marcs de raisins) will be classified undex 
No. 218 of the Swiss Tariff only when it con- 

tains juice in a proportion not exceeding 10 per cent. of its weight. 





* See p. 237 of the * Beard of Trade Journal” for January 3lst last. 
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The rate of import duty prescribed by this Tariff No. is 50 
centimes per 100 kilogs., plus the monopoly duty of 4 francs per 
100 kilogs. 

Grape-cake containing more than 10 per cent. of juice will be 
subject to the same Customs classification as pressed grapes, 
dutiable at the rate of 25 francs per 100 kilogs, gross weight, plus 
the monopoly duty of 80 centimes per 100 kilogs. 





SPAIN. 


The following is an extract from a communication from the 
British Commercial Attaché at Madrid (Mr. 8. P. 
‘attited Cockerell) relative to the temporary admis- 
ee ion duty-free into Spain of motor cars and 
Duty-free of “+ ea ’ P 
c Fy bicycles :— 
~~ _ _— The Deutscher und Oe6sterreichischer Rad und 
_— Motorfahren Verbinde have obtained from the 
Minister of Finance a Royal Order authorising them to issue to 
their members permits valid for four months for the temporary 
admission into Spain duty-free of their motor cars or bicycles, the 
Societies undertaking to pay the Customs duties on the vehicles if 
their exit from Spain cannot be proved. The Banco Aleman 
Transatlantico of Madrid has accepted the responsibility on behalf 
of the Societies. 
The Royal Order terminates by offering similar facilities to 
other foreign societies which can produce similar guarantees. 


Temporary 





CUBA. 


The Cuban “ Gaceta Oficial” for the 24th August contains a Decree 
a of the Provisional Governor of Cuba, dated 
‘ 23rd August, providing for the addition of the 

the Customs “ 


Tariff ae paragraphs to the Customs Tariff of 


Dollars. 
(1.) No. 74. Zinc, lead and other metals not specially 
mentioned in the Tariff— 
“G.” Hammered in thin leaves (lead foil) 
and in capsules for bottles kilogramme 0°04 
(2.) No. 113, ‘“‘ A.” Cordage and ropemakers’ wares 


of cotton... 100 kilogrammes, gross weight 6:00 
(3.) No. 128, “A.” Braids and ribbons of cotton for 
reins, headstalls and girths ... kilogramme, net 0°15 


(4.) No. 142, “ A.” Braids and ribbons of hemp, jute, 
linen, ramie, &c., for reins, headstalls and girths-— 
kilogramme, net 0°17 
It is further prescribed that emery cloth shall be classified 
under paragraph 315 of the Tariff at the rate of 324 per cent. ad 
valorem. 
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CHILE. 


The Chilean “ Diario Oficial” for the 16th July contains a Law 

designating Taltal and Tocopilla as _ ports 

New Tae the through which alcohol, spirituous Te al _prae 

ry h > wines of all kinds may be imported and 

of Asconone exported in accordance with Art. 118 of the 
Liquors. Law of 18th January, 1902. 





COLOMBIA. 


A Colombian Presidential Decree was issued on the 21st July, 1907, 
providing for the payment of Government 
bounties on the production and exportation of 
cotton, and on the exportation of home-grown 
coffee, tobacco, and rubber (from plantations), 


Bounties on 
Cotton, Coffee, 
Tobacco and 

















Rubber. at the rates shown below :— 
Period during which the bounty is Rate of the 
Articles. payable. bounty. 
Pesos (gold) 
Cotton— Per 100 kilogs. 
Produced... | Until Ist October, 1908 |} 1-00 
Exported... | From Ist October, 1908, to Ist October, 1910 
Coffee ; tobacco.. | Until 20th July. 1910.. 7“ 1:00 
Rubber ... eee} Until 20th July, 1914.. we = = 4°00 











The full text and an English translation of this Decree may be 
consulted by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, a 
k of translation of a Japanese Law modifying the 

Drawback 0 regulations respecting the drawback of the 
Cestoms Dubyon apanese Customs duty on raw sugar imported for 


bowen - ood the purpose of being refined, either for home con- 
- aoa g ™ sumption or for exportation. The Law, which 


came into force on Ist April last, and is to 
remain in operation until the 3lst March, 1909, provides as 
tollows :— 

Persons who, after obtaining the recognition of the Govern- 
ment, have engaged i in refining sugar or making rock candy, using 
as raw material imported sugar under Dutch standard colour No. 15, 
may apply to the Government for a drawback, calculated as below, 
on the weight obtained by subtracting the quantity of sugar 














kee 
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which, after refining, is still under Dutch standard colour No. 15 
from the quantity of raw sugar. 





Rate of Drawback. 

















Kind of imported Raw Sugar refined. On sugar refined On sugar 
for home | refined for 
consumption. | exportation. 
Raw Sugar— Yen. Yen. 
Under No. 8, Dutch standard  .............c00e 100 kin. 1°45 | 100 kin. 1°65 
No. 8 and upwards, but under No. 15. ......... Y 1°95 - 2°25 











[100 kin. = 132} lbs. ; yen = 2s. 03d. | 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Embassy at St. Petersburg report that certain proposals 
Subsidies for Ss brought forward by the Ministry of Commerce 
Services Nieetiinin and Industry in regard to subsidies to shipping 
Vladivostok and °O™mpanies for a steamship and postal service 
Rites: hina oii between Vladivostok and ports in China, Corea, 

‘ and Japan, and between Vladivostok and 


po oe aay Nicolaievsk on the Amur, were approved by 

ae ee ae the Duma, but the money was not actually 

“nan voted owing to the dissolution of that Chamber. 
Nicolaievsk. 


The Council of Ministers has now sanctioned 
the issue of 725,000 roubles to the volunteer fleet for a year’s con- 
tract to carry out these services. 





FRANCE. 


The following preliminary outline of the scheme to be adopted for 

Retentil' at ths 'f further extension of the Port of Havre has 

Port of Havre been received from H.M. Consul-General there 
‘ (Mr. W. R. Hearn) :— 

In 1895 a scheme for the enlargement and modernisation of the 
Port of Havre was drawn up, accepted by Parliament and put into 
execution. These works are not yet completed, but it has been 
seen for some time past that they will not be sufficient for the trade 
of a large modern port. The docks do not afford space enough for 
the vessels which, at certain times of the year, frequent the port, 
and the largest dry dock is incapable of receiving the biggest 
modern vessels. It has, therefore, been found necessary to put 
forward a further project of enlargement, which has now received 
the approval of the General Council of the “‘ Ponts et Chaussées ” 
and been favourably reported on by a committee of maritime. 
experts, 
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FRANCE—continued, 


The new works will be built almost entirely in the bed of the 
Seine, and will consist of a tidal basin formed on the east by a 
wall built out into the river, and on the south by an embankment 
1,730 metres long. Inside these walls an extension of the outer 
harbour will be made leading to the new tidal basin to be con- 
structed beyond it and parallel to the present Bellot docks. At 
lowest spring tides there will be 12 metres of water alongside the 
quays of this basin. The length of quays round the tidal basin 
will be about 4,500 metres. In the north-east corner a dry dock 
300 metres long will be built. These water spaces will not occupy 
the whole of the space enclosed by the outer walls, but can be 
extended as time may require, by two dry docks, even larger than 
the first, and by another tidal basin or dock further to the east. 
The cost of the above works is estimated at 85,000,000 francs 
(3,400,000/). 


In a recent report from Marseilles the Austrian Consul states that 
Marseilles- the Conseil Général des Ponts et Chaussées has 
Rhone Canal approved the project for the construction of the 
Rove tunnel near Marseilles for the Marseilles- 
Rhone canal. The length of the tunnel will be 7 kilometres, the 
height 14°2 metres, and the breadth 22 metres; a space of 
2 metres will be left on either side to permit of the passage of an 
electric railway. It is anticipated that the works will take seven 
years to complete, the total expenditure being estimated at 
34,500,000 francs. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to ‘ Poor’s Manual of Railroads” for 1907, quoted in 
pistes the “* Railway Age,” the total length of steam 
Statis a railways in the United States on 31st December, 
1906, was 222,635 miles as compared with 
217,341 miles at the close of 1905, an increase of 5,294 miles. 

The following table gives statistics of the number of locomotives 
and rolling stock, the number of passengers carried and tonnage 

of freight moved in 1906 as compared with the preceding year :— 


























—— 1905. 1906. 

No. No. 
Locomotives ... 49,616 55,439 

Rolling stock : 

Passenger cars ° ene 30,777 33,896 
Baggage, mail, &c., cars... 10,552 12,295 
Freight cars : ee 1,757,105 1,979,667 
Passengers carried ... 745,446,641 815,774,118 

Tons. Tons. 
Freight moved 1 435,321,748 1 610,099,829 











— - 





~ Yen 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The ‘‘ New Zealand Gazette” of 25th July announces that a bonus 
will be paid on the production of good market- 


Bonus for the = able copper from ores mined and smelted in 


Production r 7] iti 
stems wd = ne, on the following conditions, 
Quicksilver. 1. That if 1,000 tons be produced on or 


before 50th June, 1909, the bonus payable will be 1,000. 

2. That if a second 1,000 tons be produced between Ist July, 
1909, and 30th June, 1910, the bonus payable will be 5001. 

3. That if a third 1,000 tons be produced between Ist July, 1910, 
and 30th June, 1911, the bonus payable will be 5001. 

4. No bonus will be payable until the whole of the production 
stipulated has been made to the satisfaction of an officer to be 
appointed by the Minister of Mines, on whose certifivate alone the 
bonus will be paid. 

5. In the event of more than one person or company producing 
the required quantities of copper before the dates named, enquiry 
will be made by the officer above referred to, when, if it is found 
that each applicant is equally entitled to a bonus, the amount will 
be divided in proportion to the quantities produced by each appli- 
cant, but in no case shall any bonus be. paid until at least 1,000 
tons of copper has been produced in the aggregate. 


The same ‘‘ Gazette” also notifies that a bonus of fourpence (4d.) 
per pound will be paid on the production of the first one hundred 
thousand pounds weight (100,000 lb.) of good marketable 
retorted quicksilver, free from all impurities, from any mine in 
New Zealand, on the following conditions, viz :— 

1. That at least one-third of the quantity is produced on or before 
the 3lst March, 1910, and the remaining two-thirds on or before 
the 3lst March, 1911. 

2. No bonus will be payable until the whole of the one hundred 
thousand pounds (100,000 Ib.) of quicksilver has been produced as 
stipulated to the satisfaction of an officer to be appointed by the 
Minister of Mines, on whose certificate alone the bonus will be 

aid. , 
, 3. In the event of more than one person producing the required 
quantities of quicksilver before the dates named, enquiry will be 
made by the officer above referred to, when, if it is found that each: 
applicant is equally entitled to a bonus, the amount will be 
divided in proportion to the quantities produced by each applicant, 
but in no case shall any bonus be paid until at least one hundre@™ 
thousand pounds (100,000 lb.) of quicksilver has been produced in®! 
the aggregate. 


0 OE Oe oem wee ame en —enwrer ster ° 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 








‘GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 
According to the ‘ Reichsanzeiger,” tin has recently been dis- 
covered near Liideritzbucht at a distance of 
Discovery of Tin. from 4 to 3 kilometres from the railway. 
Samples have been sent for tests to Windhoek 


and Berlin. 





ITAL Y—SICILY;: 
With reference to the notice on p. 427 of the “ Board of Trade 


tal Crisis in J ournal : of 29th August respecting a crisis in 
Seite the Sicilian sulphur industry, H.M. Embassy at 

In ne vn Rome report that, according to information 

y received from Catania by the ‘‘Giornale d’Italia,” 


the situation threatens to become serious, The Bank of Sicily has 
decided to maintain the rate of its advances on the sulphur deposit 
notes at three-fifths value, and the closing of the sulphur mines is 
feared, as the vast majority of producers maintain their inability 
to continue business under present conditions. On account of 
increased emigration the price of labour has risen. It is stated 
that over 100,000 men are engaged in the sulphur industry. 





— 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 14th September, 1907, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat oe comm sac ooo Sls. 4d. 
Barley — we ie .. 248, Ad. 
Oats nes “ she oo Ads. Gd, 
For further particulars see p. 577. 
A statement is published on p. 578, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
ot “3 9 *" imported into the United ten ee the 
° oance. week ended the 14th September, 1907, as well 
as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1906. 





QUEENSLAND, 
Some representative samples of Queensland wool have just been 
received from that State and will be on view at 
Wool Samples. _the office of the Agent-General for Queensland, 
Commercial Enquiry Branch, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., during the currency of the fifth series of wool auctions 
which take place on and from the 24th September, 














. Sloane tec. eeehonme eee . 
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Agriculture. 





JAMAICA: 
The Collector-General of Jamaica (Mr. A. H. Miles) reports that a 
Probable Effects protracted drought visited the Island commenc- 
ing about the month of November last, and 
of Drought on “ae Melee ti aie ah 
the Crops. continuing in some districts to date. S) 
probable effect of this visitation on the export- 
able crops is roughly forecasted as follows :— 
Bananas.—Crop will be late in maturing, but provided season- 
rains fall in October, no material shortage in output is anticipated. 
Cocoa.—Crops will be very poor. In some places plants are 
suffering severely. 
Coffee—In excellent bearing, and early showers will tend to 
produce a better return than has been experienced for many years. 
Cocoanuts.—The trees have suffered considerably, and a large 
proportion of the fruit is not of marketable standard. 
Canes.—First plantings in some districts have been destroyed, 
but autumn rains will enable later plantings to be made, and no 
material shortage in output should result. 
Pimento.—Crop very small, and what little there is will be late. 
Ginger.— Will suffer considerably in some districts. 





ITALY—SICILY:. 
The British Vice-Consul at Messina (Mr. A. G. Coates) states that 
the lemon crop in that province is expected to 
be good in quality but below the average in 
quantity. The reason for the smaller pro- 
duction is that owing to the scanty rainfall it has been impossible 
to irrigate the lemon trees sufficiently. 


TURKEY: 
H.M. Consul-General at Smyrna (Mr. H. A. Cumberbatch, C.M.G.) 
reports that torrential rains which fell between 
Crone 2 feagens the 18th and 20th August caused some damage 
District to the Sultana raisins undergoing the drying 
process in the vicinity of Smyrna and the 
neighbouring vine-growing districts. ; 

‘As is usual in this country,” continues Mr. Cumberbatch, 
“first reports have been exaggerated and contradictory; conse- 
quently it is impossible at this stage to gauge, except very 
approximately, the extent of the damage. Some reports place it 
at 35 per cent. of the crop, while others hardly admit a net loss of 
10 per cent. Under these circumstances it would be safer to take 
a mean course in estimating the net damage, and place it at 20 per 
cent. It appears, however, that the areas most affected were those 
in the immediate vicinity of Smyrna, where the grapes were in a 
comparatively advanced stage of maturity, and were already 
partially gathered and undergoing the process of drying. The 
figs have also suffered, but in a much less degree. In both cases 
it is admitted that the loss will be qualitative rather than quantita- 
tive, and may be remedied by a rise in market prices.” 


Lemon Crop 
in Messina. 





Fig and Raisin 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
Fishery Statistics landed on the English and Welsh, Scottish, 
ined 1907 ’ and Irish Coasts during the month and eight 
gust, ‘ months ended 3lst August, 1907, compared 


with the corresponding periods of the year 1906 :— 


































































































| Month of August. Eight Months ended 3lst August. 
| EE 
mathe | 1907. | 1906. 1907, 1906. 
Recta P53 ) 
| ag Quan- | Quan- | Quan- 
| ity | Vatue Mity, | Value. || Soer- | Value. | Qi" | Value. 
| 
: : : 
England and Wales— Cwts. | &£ | Cwts.| £ || Cwts | £ | Cwts. | & 
Fish, pneemee shell | 
fis 7 1,810,456) 679,082 1,208,767] 612,972 || 7,517,759|4,854, 235 | 6 1749,795) 4, 463, 783° 
Shellfish ......| 24,486 — 24,243 — | 2 6,532 | | 206,279 
Total Value .. | — | 703,568: — | 637,215 an 5, 070,767 | — | 4,670,060 
} 
Scotland— | | | 
Fish, entnting shell) | 
fish .. 2,282,962) 698,515 1,883,930) 741,219 || 7,692,121) 2,614,850 | 6,846,336) #,346,909 
Shellfish ..... ~— 5,020) — 6,255 —_ | 48,635 48,859 
‘| | 
Total Value... — | 703 535) — | 747,474|| — |2,663,485/ — | 8,395,768 
| | | 
Ireland— | | | 
Fish, excluding shell | | a 
fish ce - 47 nan U7, 705 43,530) 17,537 || 415,137| 177,559! 460,176} 183,499 
Shell fish | 5 es 2,106 ahs 12.218; — 9,877 
Total Value .. a | 20,7 775; — | 19,643) — | 189,772; — 193,376 
} | 














Nore. —All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 


According to a report in the “‘ Board of Trade Labour Gazette ” for 
State of the September,* based on 6,549 statistical returns, 
Labour Market “22” 2,841 returns from trade unions and 3,708 
returns from employers (relating to 1,087,959 
mm August. workpeople, employed in coal and iron mining, 
the cotton, woollen, worsted and other textile trades, the building 
trades, the boot and shoe and other clothing trades, and the paper 
and glass trades), besides a large number of returns of a non- 
statistical character received from employers’ associations, trade 
unions, local correspondents and other sources, employment in 
August showed on the whole some decline as compared with July. 
The decline was most marked in the case of shipbuilding, but there 
was also some falling off in the engineering trades and a seasonal 
decline in the printing trades. On the other hand there was a 
slight improvement in the building trades. 
As compared with a year ago, there was an improvement in all 
the principal industries except engineering, shipbuilding, printing 
and bookbinding, in each of which there was some decline. 





* For list of principal contents, see p. 579. 
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Miscellaneous. 





UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


There was a net weekly rise in wages during August of 48,2001. 
per week, which was mainly accounted for by advances to coal 
miners. 

In the 273 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
632,068 workpeople, making returns, 25,458 (or 40 per cent.) were 
reported as unemployed at the end of August, 1907, compared with 
3°7 per cent. at the end of July, 1907, and 3°8 per cent. at the end 
of August, 1906. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 12th September, 1907, 
Cotton Statistics. was 19,307 (including 38 bales British West 
Indian and 475 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the thirty-seven weeks ended the 
12th September was 3,241,135 (including 5,606 bales British West 
Indian and 8,132 bales British West Afr ican). As regards exports, 
the figures are, for the week ended the 12th September, 1907, 4,888 
bales, and for the thirty-seven weeks, 375,249 bales. 
For further details see p. 577. 





NORWAY—-SWEDEN. 


The Canadian Commercial Agent at Christiania (Mr. C. KE. 
Sontum) reports that the production of sulphite 


Pr a f in Sweden during 1906 was about 6,000 tons 
Y a " of bleached, about 85,000 tons of easy bleached, 
en and about 206,000 tons of strong bleached. 


The estimated production for 1907 is 9,500 tons bleached, 97,000 
tons easy bleached, and 265,000 tons strong bleached. 

The following new sulphite mills are under construction, and 
will bring their production on the market in 1909:—1, Lyirsne 
mills, Soderhamns district, yearly production 15,000 tons; 2. 
Nyhamns mills, Sundsvall district, yearly production 10,000 tons ; 
3. Sunds, Aktiebolaz pr. Sundsvall will build a mill at the outlet 
of the Indal River with an estimated production of 10,000 to 
15,000 tons. 


The Commercial Agent also reports that for both Sweden and 
Norway the production of cellulose this year is 
Cellulose. estimated at about 600,000 tons, Sweden’s 
share being 400,000 tons. The total produc- 

tion for both countries in 1908 is estimated at 700,000 tons. 
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Miscellaneous. 





GERMANY. 


The “ Reichsanzeiger ’ of 13th September publishes statistics of 
the production of sugar in Germany during 
Sugar Production. the campaign 1906-7 (from Ist September, 
1906, to 3lst August, 1907). In 1906-7 the 
quantity of raw beet used in sugar manufacture was 14,171,666 
metric tons as compared with 15,733,478 metric tons during the 
1905-6 campaign; the amount of raw sugar produced in 1906-7 
was 1,941,810 metric tons against 2,127,948 metric tons in 1905-6, 
whilst the production of refined sugar amounted to 1,656,548 
metric tons in 1906-7 as compared with 1,711,063 metric tons in 
1905-6. The total output of sugar (raw and refined) during the 
period from September, 1906, to August, 1907, expressed in terms 
of raw sugar, was 2,24].110 metric tons as compared with 
2,400,771 metric tons in the corresponding period of 1905-6, 


3 





NETHERLANDS. 


With regard to the scheme to drain a large portion of the Zuyder 
— a Zee (noted on pp. 311-12 of the “‘ Board of 
guvd A Trade Journal” for 8th August, 1901), H.M. 

oo Minister at the Hague writes :—‘It may be 
well to set forth briefly the manner in which it is intended to dis- 
pose of the land when reclaimed. In order to prevent it from 
falling into the hands of speculators, who would demand large 
profits with a view not so much to cultivation as to speculations in 
the rise of price, it has been decided to divide the new polders into 
lots of 20 hectares, to be sold in successive zones. ‘The object of 
this is te avoid the depreciation which would result from putting 
on the market a large number of lots at the same time. The 
authorities will try as far as possible to sell to cultivators, who will 
be accorded facilities of payment by means of annual instalments 
over a certain number of years. These cultivators will even receive 

advances for the construction of dwellings, stables, barns, &c. 

The proprietors are to be responsible for the maintenance of the 

dykes, locks, exhaust mills, &c. 

“ Four-fifths of the land thus given over to cultivation will be of 
excellent quality. By means of numerous soundings it has been 
established that the layer of soil varies from 53 to 12 feet. ‘This 
soil is so fertile that at the present time the peasants go and collect 
it on the flats at ebb tide, in order to use it as manure for their 
fields. The new polders can be cultivated for 40 or 50 years 
before it is necessary to manure the soil. The price, therefore, 
of 156l. to 1601. at which the hectare is valued, is in no way exag- 
gerated. The average rent will be about 127 francs (5l. 1s. 8d.) 
per hectare, and it has been calculated that to become a proprietor 
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Miscellaneous. 





it will be merely necessary to pay annual instalments of approxi- 
mately 6/. 8s. per hectare over a period of 35 years. There will 
thus be created a large number of small peasant proprietors, who, 
it is true, will be able eventually to sell or let their holdings, but 
who will not easily be induced to do so, for in the Netherlands the 
peasant has an intense love of the soil.” 

H.M. Minister adds that he has received information to the effect 
that for the present the Government are not taking up the whole 
scheme, but will in the first instance confine themselves as an 
experiment to making the north-western of the four proposed 
polders. Should this be successful the entire undertaking will no 
doubt be carried through without further delay. The cost of the 
north-western polder, which will be formed by means of a dyke 
connecting the island of Wieringen with the mainland and con- 
tinued south to Medemblik, is expected to amount to some 
40,000,000 florins, as against some 189,000,000 florins for the 


entire scheme. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


H.M. Consul at Damascus (Mr. G. P. Devey) reports that the trade 
; in inlaid mother-of-pearl goods is making amaz- 
= ean ing progress in that og In this iedaaens the 
oan walnut wood is either inlaid with mother-of- 
pearl and white wood, or simply carved with 
various designs and inscriptions. The total value of goods ex- 
ported abroad during the year 1906 was not less than 16,0002. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,917.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 40 of the “ Board of Trade 
i Journal ” of the 4th July, relating to commercial 
: gy and financial conditions in San Francisco, a 
erenation in further communication has now reached the 
San Francisco. = Board of Trade from a trustworthy source, from 
which it appears that while the stringency of money is no better, 
the high rate of interest now ruling has enabled persons with large 
holdings in several instances to obtain money from the Kastern 
States for building purposes. All car lines are in operation. 





BRAZIL: 
The following table showing the imports and exports of Brazil (by 
countries) during the first quarter of 1907, as 


Foreign Trade. compared with the corresponding period of 
1906, is based on statistics published in the 


‘¢ Brazilian Review ” :— 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[ Sept. 19, 1907, 





——————__ 















































Miscellaneous. 
| Imports. Exports. 
| — 
From and to | First Quarter of First Quarter of 

1906. | 1907. 1906. 1907. 
re LP ! 

ee” | £ £ 2 
Germany ... bl 972,353 | 1,420,724 1,643,939 2,617,010 
Argentina... . ai 633,182 915,643 280,893 361,406 
Austria-Hunyary ... ~ 92 238 165,335 205,122 126,074 
Belgium se 267,263 351,969 292,905 303,816 
United States 891,890 1,162,469 4,742,469 6,031,329 
France . _ 640,418 748,068 1,432,843 1,387,744 
United Kingdom... 1,844,750 2,673,363 3,125,362 3,509,181 
Italy ” 230,845 330,944 78,152 43,104 
Holland 37,387 42.983 355,693 518,216 
Portugal ... 9... 480,590 572,760 85,374 149,654 
British ports to order | -— — — 296,487 
Newfoundland | 127,941 161,015 518 —- 
Uruguay sale | 292,405 327.889 184,302 184,086 
Other countries .. 382,211 458,574 | 356,647 183,155 

Total if £!| 6,893,473 | 9,331,736 || 12,784,219 | 15,711,262 
GUATEMALA. 


H.M. Minister in Guatemala (Mr. L. E. G. Carden) reports that 
the invoice value of the merchandise imported 
into the Republic in 1906 amounted to 5,745,321 
dollars gold (about 1,149,064/.), but owing to 
the practice observed by the Customs authorities of adding 25 per 
cent. for the cost of packing, freight, insurance and commissions 
the value which figures in the official returns is 7,220,759 dollars 
(about 1,444,1511.). The value of the exports was 7,136,271 
dollars (about 1,427,2541.). About 50 per cent. of the imports 
comes from the United States, 25 per cent. from the United 
Kingdom and the greater part of the remainder from Germany. 

The principal article of export is coffee, which finds its largest 
market in Germany. Rubber, timber, hides and bananas are also 
exported, the latter exclusively from the ports on the Carrib- 
bean Sea. 

Mr. Carden goes on to say that the trade route hitherto in use 
for the transport of merchandise from Europe or the eastern part 
of the United States to the City of Guatemala has been by way of 
Colon and the Isthmus of Panama for the better class goods, and 
by the long sea route through the Straits of Magellan for cheaper 
articles. The bulk of the carrying trade on the Pacific side is per- 
formed by the steamers of the Pacific Mail Company. On this side 
the principal ports (so called, for they are only open roadsteads) are 
San José and Champerico, both of which are connected with the 
capital by rail. The freight rates from Europe are exceedingly 
high. On the Atlantic side there are two excellent and well- 
sheltered harbogars, Puerto Barrios and Livingston, but until the 
railway to the capital is completed the high cost of land transport 
to the interior prevents their being used except for the service of 
the coast districts. 


Trade in 1906. 











STR 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 37 Weeks 
ended 12th September, 1907 :— 
































Week ended ~ Week ended gens 
— ath Sept, |12th Sept.,|| *hgos?? | 12th Sept. 
1907, | 1907, 
IMPORTS, EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales. ) 
No. No. No. No, 
American oce ose ee 4,640 2,434,090 1,784 187,407 
Brazilian... iat’ 1,416 179,516 1 15,316 
East Indian ... bs 4,106 170,294f 2,435 57,798 
Egyptian - i 1,817 346,119 400 105,547 
Miscellaneous ee oe 7,328* 111,116f 268 9,181 
Total nm 19,307 | 3,241,135 | 4,888 375,249 























* ee 38 bales British West Indian, and 475 bales British West African. 


” 


f Corrected figures. 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 14th September, 1907, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


5,606 bales British West Indian and 8,132 bales British West African. 





Average Price, 











Wheat, Barley, Oats. 

a a. & a 4. 

Week ended 14th September, 1907 ... 31 4 24 4 17 6 
mee ~~ Yite week in— 

eve cee cee 28 4 26 0 A 

1901 ove eee cee ove cco 26 «(0 25 5 a 

1902 .. oe dee , ee wa - 26 4 18 4 

1903 ... eee eee eee ove at a «Cf 24 2 16 4 

1904 ... eee eee ove eee ool we tf 24 9 15 ll 

1905 ... eee eee ‘ occ ol Be. a 67 16 0 

1906 ... - coe oe 25 «11 2 3 16 1 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 





other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial] bushel, and in the case,of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 1ith September, 1907, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 











Week ended | Correspond- 
—— 14th Sept., | ing Week in 
1907. 1906. 
Animals, living:— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves iin ‘ Number 11,031 10,795 
Sheep and lambs. . 6 _ . - 1,210 232 
Swine oe oe ” — _ 
Horses os am 418 lil 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) . Cwts. 85,747 135,689 
Mutton - a ms - 42 698 35,713 
Pork Ze a ~ 9,980 §,528 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon iia -_ wis Cwts 105,968 114,535 
Beef ai oe = 1 - 1,585 2,979 
Hams ves a ove " 22,339 21,568 
Pork en 1. 0,125 3,823 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... - 8,660 |) ‘ 
- salted . am 916 | f sete 
a preserved otherwise than by “salting si 4,004 | 6,620 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes:— 
Butter... sion ae ‘ie ee ‘ Cuts 73,618 72,421 
Margarine ne enti _ . - 16,796 22,346 
Cheese ... a oon ° 1" 56,444 71,532 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums , - _— 160 
= SUCRE .. ccc eee eee - - 24 92 
5  cordensed as ine - we 17,545 21,577 
5» preserved, other kinds .. on we m 34 240 
Eggs “an oe one ae : .| Grt. Hundr. 408,820 348,471 
Poultry Value £ 2,158 2,877 
Game sii fae sie wie aie - 2,087 1,692 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) ove Cwts. 38,696 69,432 
Lard nod oe i 28 349 35,995 
Corn, grain, “meal, ‘and flour :— 
Wheat ... - oes Cwts, 2,924,200 2,125,500 
W heat tneal and ‘flour wi = 22% 300 311,300 
Barley , we “| am 301,500 651,300 
ee rae ee liga oa a 60,700 204,600 
Peas oo ae ee aul ed 20,350 | 46 610 
Beans - sont . 3,560 13,530 
Maize or Indian corn ... el - 1,248,900 1,032,300 
Fruit, raw :— | 
Apples ne _ ove , | Cwts 13,741 14,595 
Apricots and peaches . eco wae’ - — 6 
Bananas ... ...| Bunches 126,851 149,189 
Cherries ... ose | Cwts — — 
Curran's ... coal - 28 3 
Gooseberries — ~ — — 
Graves oer a 83,225 21,835 
Lemons | “ 8.417 12,561 
Oranges ... , ou 2,796 6 55 
Pears coe ove - io 28 886 39,453 
Plums ... _ eos ree va 11,323 70,955 
Strawberries . 2 _ — 
Unenumeraied - 22,282 14,646 
Hay ... Tons 539 1,741 
Straw see m 1,919 2,235 
Moss Litter _ - 1,412 1.352 
Hops - see ae sie ees Cwts. 1,718 1,039 
Locust Beans eo ove ove ce ~ 3,800 800 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... _ on .--| Bushels. 237.576 178,360 
Potatoes ae - Cwtr. 56,740 17,790 
‘Tomatoes ene ae eve ™ 19,459 34,458 
Unenumerated ... ie on ° Value £ 2,562 2,738 
Vegetables, dried ... 7 ets = Cwts. 3,200 1,723 
Preserved by canning ... : é - 6,455 5,096 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1907, have been 
published. ‘The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1906, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 8d. for the first, 
and 3s. 4d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses enu- 
merated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1902-1906, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the 
second volume details as to customs revenue, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the September issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in August; Trades Union Congress ; 
Hours of Labour in Austrian Factories; Accidents to Railway 
Servants in 1906; Weights and Heights of Children in Glasgow ; 
Workmen’s Compensation in 1906; and Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,920. Trade of Leghorn for 1906. 


Record year for trade. Unsatisfactory: condition of 
Increased import of coal and Leghorn Harbour. 

orain. Analysis of British shipping. 
Popularity of Italian pastes Remarks on new industries. 


as an article of food. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,921. Trade of Smyrna for 1906. 


Plentiful supply of agri- Analysis of trade and ship- 
cultural products. ping. 
Falling off in raisin crop. New mining law and con- 
Introduction of new Customs cessions. 
duties. Development of industries. 
New pier for the Aidin 
railway. 


Reports of British Vice-Consuls at Adalia, Mitylene, Rhodes, 
Scala Nuova, Scio and Tenedos. 


No. 3,922. Trade of Pernambuco for 1906. 


Marked improvement in the Decline in the export of 
steadiness of exchange. sugar and alcohol. 
Field for commercial travel- Port charges. 
lers: abolition of tax on same. Hints to British traders. 
Slight decrease in imports. Public works under construc- 
tion. 
No. 3,923. Trade of Ispahan and Yezd for 1906. 
Improvement in the imports Small crop of tobacco in 
of Ispahan but a falling-off in Ispahan. 
the exports. Notes on principal imports 
Large opium crop. and exports of Yezd. 
No. 3,924. Trade and Finances of Guatemala for 1906. 
Analyses of trade and Comparative table of princi- 
shipping. pal imports from the United 
Great Britain drops to third Kingdom, Germany, and the 
place in value of trade. United States. 
No. 3,925. Trade of Muscat for 1906-07. 
Total trade shows an increase Increased production of fish, 
in value of 28 per cent. over limes and pearls. 
that of the previous year. Notes on principal imports 
Unprecedented crop of dates. and exports. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Sugar (Cost), London, Paris and Berlin. 332. Price 4d. 
This is a return showing, with regard to London, Paris and 
Berlin, the price of sugar and the duty levied thereon at the Ist 


March, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906 and 1907. 


Fifty-third Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post Office. 
[ Cd. 3,624.] Price 54d. 


According to an estimate given in this report, the number of 
postal packets delivered in the United Kingdom during the year 
1906-7 was as follows :— 











Sept. 19, 1907.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 981 





Government Publications, 














| 
| Average 

—— | Number, a | Number for 

| P F | each Person. 
Fetters -_ _ as ...| 2,804,400,000 3°6 64°1 
Postcards... ‘io oe ve 831,400,000 3°9 19°0 
Halfpenny packets... ove ---| 933,200,000 4°7 21°3 
Newspapers ... ak nan oe 189,100,000 2°0 4°3 
Parcels* abe ii jée .--| 104,820,000 3°1 2°4 
aa ove ...| 4,862,920,000 3'8 1111 











* The figures as regards parcels include also parcels sent from this country 
abroad. 


Straits Settlements. Reports on the Federated Malay States for 
1906. [Cd. 3,741.] Price 9d. 


This publication contains copies of the annual report for 1906 of 
the Resident-General of the Federated Malay States (an extract 
from which appeared in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 29th 
August) and of the Residents’ reports of the several States. 

The progress of the States continues unchecked, the revenue of 
the year, after providing for an expenditure of 3,221,761 dols. on 
the Johore Railway, showing a surplus of 5,000,000 dols. Part of 
this surplus is the result of the saving on establishments due to 
the rise in the exchange value of the dollar, but there has also 
been a large expansion of the revenue under almost every head. 
The high price of tin during the year led to a large increase in the 
receipts from the duty on that metal in spite of a falling off in 
production. With the increasing application of machinery to the 
lower grade mines the decline in production is not likely to be 
permanent, and with the continuance of the high level in prices 
there is no cause for alarm as to the future of the tin mining 
industry. 

The planting of rubber has made great strides during the year, 
the area planted having increased from 33,000 acres to 100,000 
acres, and the area alienated for rubber planting has doubled. 

The policy of opening up Pahang by roads is being steadily 
pursued. The direct road from Kuala Lumpur to Bentong will 
probably be finished this year and a motor service will be placed 
on it as soon as possible after it is opened. 


Post Office. Agreement between the Post Office of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and [reland and the Post Office of Bulgaria 
for the Euchange of Postal and Telegraph Money Orders. [ Cd. 3,721. ] 
Price 24d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinyhall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, and Queensland, also the 
Governments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see next page). 

The “‘ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal ” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 

India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, d&c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of “Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a displa 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding Canadian 
import and export trade, and to supply information about 
Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating 
to Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland is on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &ec. 

South Australia.—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, E.C. Mr, A. E. M. Norton, the Commercial Agent, is in 
charge of this department, and he will supply, free of cost, full 
information regarding the exports from South Australia of all sorts 
of Produce. 

The South Australian Government intend very shortly to send 
to London specimens of every description of South Australian 
Produce, and these will be displayed in one of the offices of the 
Commercial Agent’s Department. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, London, S.W., for the purpose 
of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the superintendence 
of the Trades Commissioner, who, together with the Commercial 
Agent, deals with, and supplies free, information on trade subjects 
connected with the Colony, such as commercial products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, 
prospects for emigration, &c., &c. 


IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
lst January, 1903. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10 am. to 5 p.m., in Summer, and from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.in Winter. Information and publications concerning India 
and the Colonies, their products, industries, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., may be obtained on verbal application at the Central 
stand in the galleries, or applications may be addressed in writin 
to the Director of the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, S.W. 
From time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. The ‘ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture ard in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The .‘“ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, -Kast-: Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 
































